Risk Outside
The Home
(ROTH) Multi-

Agency Audit 2. Recognise and challenge inequalities, exclusion and
June 2025 discrimination

Strengths:
Cultural and religious needs of one child were considered i.e. access
to prayer mats in school
There was an example of the police meeting with a child in a
location where they said they felt safe
There was persistent advocacy for a child by the professional
network around them
One child explored their early childhood traveller background with a
professional

Areas for development:

e One child appeared to have been treated an adult (adultification)

3. Respect the voice, experience and expertise of children
and young people

Strengths:

e Generally the voice of children was captured by professionals
Children had opportunities to speak to professionals alone
Children had ownership of any interventions in their lives
There were examples of tailored programmes based on children’s
wishes

Areas for development:

e There was an example where a child’s trusted professional in school
retired and this highlighted the need for children to have more than
one trusted adult at any one time where possible

4. Be strengths and relationship-
based

Strengths:
There was consistent evidence
relationship-based practice being adopted
Good handover of information to ensure
children do not have to re-tell their story
Consistent GP for one child provided
continuity

Areas for development:

e Do we have good exit plans so that children
can succeed after our intervention? Do we
effectively plan for closure?




Agencies involved in this audit were:

YJS; Children’s Services; Safeguarding Advisor for Education; Police; VRP; CAMHS; BNSSG ICB on behalf of GPs;
BACE; Educational Psychology; Probation; Pathways Learning Centre; YUNO Sexual Health

ant to recognise how and
ays in which children can be
affected by parental offending.

Vicarious Trauma Adultification

This has been described as the emotional residue
of exposure to traumatic stories and experiences of
others.

In South Gloucestershire Every
Family offer support for children
aged 5-16 who are affected by family
offending and imprisonment. They
also have a range of resources which
can support your work with children.

This is a type of bias which skews the
perception of certain children leading to
professionals viewing them as more grown (e
up than their peers which can lead to lapses _> briefing
in safeguarding and unfair treatment.

It is important to be aware of the signs of vicarious
trauma and also some strategies for coping which
may include: seeking support from colleagues/
your manager, finding out about your
organisation’s wellbeing offer, finding ways to
manage a healthy work/life balance and increasing
your self-observation.

There is an informative 7 minute briefing on
adultification by Salford Safeguarding
Children Partnership

Other useful
resources:

CAPO Leaflet

There is a short film on recognising vicarious
trauma in the workplace which may be of interest.

Latest VRP
newsletter

CP-ROTH
Practice
Guidance

Recognising
vicarious
trauma

n ( d d

There were some indications that for children who were electively home educated, their risk outside the home
was not always fully recognised or explored by professionals and that generally, they were less visible to
services.

ROTH Tool

Peer Mapping
Practice
Guidance

In 2024, The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel published a briefing on Safeguarding Children in Elective
Home Education which while not specifically focused on risk outside the home, offers some useful wider
context around themes emerging from a safeguarding perspective for children who were being educated at
home. As an outcome of this audit, there are plans to produce a resource linked to this theme which will be
made available to all partners.
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http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/SGCP-Practice-Guidance-Peer-Mapping-1.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/SGCP-Practice-Guidance-Peer-Mapping-1.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/South-Gloucestershires-Risk-Outside-the-Home-ROTH-Tool.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/South-Gloucestershires-Risk-Outside-the-Home-ROTH-Tool.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/South-Glos-VRP-Newsletter-May-Final.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/South-Glos-VRP-Newsletter-May-Final.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/SGCP-Practice-Guidance-CP-ROTH.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/SGCP-Practice-Guidance-CP-ROTH.pdf
https://safeguardingchildren.salford.gov.uk/media/5jlfdisu/7mb-adultification-sept-2024.pdf
https://safeguardingchildren.salford.gov.uk/media/5jlfdisu/7mb-adultification-sept-2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS7Rk5RFF20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aS7Rk5RFF20
https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/Direct-CAPO-Work-Poster-2025-1.png
https://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/Direct-CAPO-Work-Poster-2025-1.png
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66febd0630536cb927482bec/CSPRP_Elective_Home_Education_Oct_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66febd0630536cb927482bec/CSPRP_Elective_Home_Education_Oct_2024.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/wp-content/uploads/sites/221/2015/05/SGCP-Practice-Guidance-Peer-Mapping-1.pdf
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