\Q Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) The Serious Crime Bill was amended in 1 Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003

The World Health Organisation has classified 2015 to include a All forms of FGM are illegal under the Female Genital
FGM as: L Mutilation Act 2003.
“all procedures that involve partial or total J 1. It is an offence if anyone aids, abets, counsels or

> removal of the external female genitalia, or Duty to RePOVt procures any form of FGM for a girl or a woman for

I other injury to the female genital organ for cultural or non-medical grounds;
Deﬁ nition non-medical reasons” Duty For Health Care, Social Care and all Tb\e 2. This act makes it an offence to take a UK national or

1. Clitoridectomy: partial or total removal of Education professionals. resident overseas for the purpose of or to aid and abet,
the clitoris This is now a mandatory professional Law procure or carry out FGM;
2. Excision: partial or total removal of the duty for suspected cases of FGM 3. Any UK National or resident is protected;
clitoris and the labia minora, with or 4. A person is guilty of an offence if he/she aids a girl to
without excision of the labia majora Training is available to support carry out FGM on herself;
3. Infibulation: narrowing of the vaginal Practitioners here 5. There are defences with regard to this Act. No offence is
opening through the creation of a committed by an approved person (i.e. midwife or medical
covering seal. practitioner or person training to fulfil these roles) if they

4. Other: all other harmful procedures to the
female genitalia for non-medical

purposes, e.g. pricking, piercing,

incising, scraping and cauterizing

the genital area.

perform such a surgical procedure necessary for the girl’s
physical or mental health or in relation to a

birth or labour;

6. The penalty for FGM is up to 14 years of
imprisonment

Female Genital
Mutilation

Watch for... o 0%
Briefing Sheet i

- A child spending long periods of time g If YOU Sus pect a child mig ht
away from the classroom during the . n .
day with bladder or menstrual problems; be at r|5k Of thIS praCtlce or
- A child having difficulty walking, sitting
e has already undergone FGM
- Prolonged absences from school; ACtl’OV\ you mUSt ContaCt

especially with noticeable behaviour

changes on the girl’s return could be an Signs & Indicators ART 014 54 866000

indication that a girl has recently - Any female child who has a sister who has already have undergone FGM must be
undergone FGM;

. . considered to be at risk, as must other female children in the extended family. h I'
- the emotional and psychological - Parents from practising communities state that they or a relative will take the Or t e Po Ice On
needs of children who may be/are

. child out of the country for a prolonged period;
sufferlng the ao!verse consequencg of the - A child may talk about a long holiday to her country of origin or another country 101
practice, e.g. withdrawal, depression etc; where the practice of FGM is prevalent, including African countries and the Middle
- A child asking for help or confiding in a East;
professional;. . - A child may confide to a professional that she is to have a ‘special procedure’
-A Chl|d reqmrmg to be exc-used from or to attend a special occasion; South Gloucestershire
sl ekl iUt - A professional hears reference to FGM in conversation, for example SAFEGUARDING
elSHRPOIHORhenGE; a child may tell other children about it (be aware of the wide variety of
- Recurrent Urinary Tract C L N

descriptions);

- A child may request help from a teacher or another adult;

- Any female child born to a woman who has been subjected
to FGM must be considered to be at risk, as must other female
children in the extended family;

Infections (UTIs) or BOARD

abdominal pain



https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp#https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp?ds=1&keyword=female%20genital?ds=1&keyword=female%20genital
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