Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM)

Policy and Practice Guidance 2023
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South West Child Protection Procedures

South Gloucestershire Child Protection Procedures can be found on the
South West Child Protection Procedures (SWCPP) website. Female Genital
Mutilation procedures are available here. This three page guidance
document must be read alongside the SWCPP procedure.

FGM is an illegal procedure where the female genital organs are
deliberately cut, injured or changed and there is no medical
reason for this. It is frequently a very traumatic and violent act and
can cause harm in many ways. The practice can cause severe
pain, and there may be immediate and/or long-term health
consequences, including pain and infection, mental health
problems, difficulties in childbirth and/or death.



https://swcpp-southglos.trixonline.co.uk/
https://swcpp-southglos.trixonline.co.uk/chapter/female-genital-mutilation

A female child is born to a woman who has undergone FGM.

A woman / family believe FGM is integral to cultural or What are
religious identity. -

The girl talks about a 'special procedure/ceremony’ that is the SlgnS?

going to take place.
A girl talks about a long holiday to her country of origin

There are many more signs - click here

Wh If you think a girl is at risk or you believe FGM might already have
en happened

Should I be If an older sibling has already undergone FGM

Worried? Do not be afraid to ask about FGM, using appropriate and
sensitive language. If professionals do not give a girl the
opportunity to talk about FGM, it can be very difficult for her to
bring this up herself.

There is a mandatory duty to report FGM in children under 18
Contact the ART Team 01454 866000
Make a report to Avon & Somerset Police here

If you suspect a child may be in immediate danger, you should
dial 999 immediately

Full Guidance is available on the South West Child Protection
Procedures here

Where canl

Integrate UK is a local organisation for girls age 12-24 get more
information?
The Girl Generation working to protect girls and young women O

who are at risk from FGM

Star Clinic details for professionals here

For FGM in Adult Women The Rose Clinic

FGM Network

National FGM Centre Assessment Tool

TRAINING: Tackling FGM: A Compassionate Approach to
working with our communities - click here to book



https://swcpp-southglos.trixonline.co.uk/chapter/female-genital-mutilation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-procedural-information
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/
tel:999
https://swcpp-southglos.trixonline.co.uk/chapter/female-genital-mutilation
https://integrateuk.org/
https://thegirlgeneration.org/
https://sirona-cic.org.uk/children-services/services/the-star-clinic/
https://bnssg.icb.nhs.uk/health-and-care/health-advice-and-support/female-genital-mutilation/
https://fgmnetwork.org.uk/fgm-support-services/
https://assessment.nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp?ds=1&keyword=FGM
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Do you still

have concerns?

Wark with the family as
achild in needto
support them and

continue to monitor

Girl |dentified as at risk of or
having had FGM

Raise your concems with your
line manager

Is it safe to
discuss with the
family?

Make a referral to
ART 01454 866000

Strategy Discussion to
consider if gid is at risk
of FGM or being sent
abroad for FGM

S.47 enquiry
undertaken, inform
referrer of outcome

= a child protectior
plan needed?

sthe plan keeping
the child safe?

Consider legal
proceedings

Child Protection
Conference within 15
working days of
strategy discussion. If
appropriate child can
be made subject of a
Cp Plan under category
of physical abuse



http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/children/

