The Three Houses Tool:
This tool was created by Nikki Weld (Weld, 2008;2009; Turnell 2001 cited in Turnell, A 2013) and is shared by Andrew  Turnell as a tool that can be used in the Signs of Safety approach. This is another tool to find out the child’s thoughts and feelings around their safety, parts of their life.
The three houses can be adapted to suit the family that you are working with. Children can draw/write or just talk about these areas. I observed workers using these three headings to explore these areas:
House of Worries:  This is an opportunity for the child to describe the things they worry about and people/behaviours that make them feel worried. 
House of Good things: In this they can talk about/share the things in their  life that make them happy, activities they enjoy, good people and things that make them feel safe. 
House of Dreams: Children that are old enough to understand the concept of dreams and wishes, have the opportunity to discuss what house/home/life they would like instead. This can be explained differently to help them think about what life might look life if the worries or problems were not there. This is a chance for children to talk about things that would make them feel safer. 
When on my Fellowship, I observed workers using this tool in a variety of ways and these adaptions really supported my understanding of how it can be flexibly used to help gain children’s perspectives in a variety of ways. An example of this was, a worker used three classrooms with a young person to explore why they weren’t attending school and what things worried them about school. The School of dreams was discussed as what things could be adapted to make it easier for them to return to school and for it to be a successful transition. 
Three houses allow children to be heard and also allows them to think of good things in their life. This can help to build these things into plans as a way to ensure they are feeling safe and happy. 
On the next page I have completed an example of the Three houses activity, that could have been completed with Jack (from the Case study family). It allows you to see how this tool could be used with a family and that Jack’s thoughts and feelings can then be used to influence the safety plans being made for this family. 
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Mummy and Daddy shouting, Me and Tom feeling scared that Daddy will hit Mummy and Mummy will shout at Daddy. 
Mummy drinking wine and Daddy drinking beer.
Mummy will stay at home with Tibbles when we go to the park with Daddy. 

If it rains we can go to soft play or the library. 
Mummy will let us see Daddy, no more shouting!
Mummy not shouting anymore, and no drinking wine. Mummy will cook us pizza every day!
Daddy can take us to the park and Mummy and Daddy will not argue. 
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